Brief comment text:

Dear FCC administrators

I am writing in opposition to the proposed re-allocation of the 915 MHz band to NextNav Corp. As a user of Meshtastic for research purposes I am opposed to any decisions that would produce large amounts of RF in that region of the spectrum. Meshtastic is both a fun community platform, a research tool as well as a potential backup emergency channel. It depends on the ability to communicate small amounts of data with vanishingly small amounts of power. Licensing NextNav 15(5+10)MHz of this band to a commercial application using large amounts of RF power would pretty much kill our research in the area. NextNav tries to frame their proposal as "modernizing" the band by pumping more RF into it and that this is in the interest of our  "national security," both claims which they fail to substantiate in their proposal.  I seriously doubt their commercial interests are so focused on our well-being. To the contrary, I assert there is a great future potential in low power consumption, distributed mesh networks that support community,  IoT and associated research areas. All that NextNav can claim is that they don't take any of the taxpayer's money. Well, neither do we.

Basically, NextNav proposes to take away from us, the US public, something that we share freely and use for important research, community and scientific purposes, so that NextNav can own it and use it to deploy a service that we (or via our mobile carriers) have to pay for. The system they propose is just a navigational system add-on that reduplicates what we already have free access to: GPS. While having an extra little bit of indoor reach for positioning could be useful, I expect that it will be of very limited use to the group of US citizens now using the 915MHz band - researchers, scientists, hams and technically innovative youth.

As a teacher and a licensed amateur radio operator I have noticed that the most active and enthusiastic young hams in my area are also involved in Meshtastic.  LoRa as a transmission protocol is inherently appealing to young people because of its openness, its ease of entry, and its ultra low power requirements. It's my guess that these several factors are particularly appealing to a generation that is concerned with democratic process, equal access for all and reducing power consumption. Having a communications rig that you can buy for under $100, power entirely on solar, and that serves as an emergency communications medium in event of disaster touches a lot of bases for my students. The ability to exchange data or short messages over a fairly wide area (such as the SF Bay Area) on an unlicensed band is a big attractor - perhaps a "gateway" to recruiting more young people to amateur radio. 

Research, community access, emergency network, future-looking apps - all these are positives that outweigh any incremental add-on to GPS the NextNav petition envisions.

I urge you to reject NextNav's petition.
